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(¢) Distribution of administrative funds to local agencies. — The Depart-
ment shall maximize distribution of administrative funds to local agencies in
a manner that assures equity among the local agencies.

(d) Preemption of federal law or regulations. — The provisions of this
section are effective only to the extent that they are not inconsistent with
applicable federal law or regulations. (1986, ch. 784; 1987, ch. 23; 1991, ch.
586; 1995, ch. 3, § 1; 2003, ch. 203, § 1; 2009, ch. 60, § 5; 2010, ch. 484, § 3;
2017, ch. 40, § 2.)

Effect of amendments. — Section 2, ch. 40,  former (d)(2); redesignated former (d)(1) as (c);
Acts 2017, effective October 1, 2017, deleted and redesignated accordingly.

§ 18-109. ImmuNet Program.

(a) Definitions. — (1) In this section the following words have the meanings
indicated.

(2) “Authorized user” means:

(i) A child care facility;

(ii) A health care provider;

(ii1) A health insurer;

(iv) A health maintenance organization;

(v) An institution of higher learning;

(vi) A local health department;

(vii) A long-term care facility;

(viii) A managed care organization;

(ix) A nonprofit health service plan;

(x) A patient;

(xi) A school;

(xii) A school-based health center;

(xiii) In the case of a minor child, a parent or guardian; and
(xiv) Any other user designated by the Secretary.

(3) “Health care provider” means a licensed health care practitioner
authorized under the Health Occupations Article to administer vaccines in the
State. :

(4) “ImmuNet” means a computerized information and reminder system
to:

(i) Improve the timely and appropriate delivery of immunizations;

(ii) Provide a coordinated network for reminder notices when immuni-
zations are due;

(iii) Provide and collect information to be shared by authorized users;
and

(iv) Provide a quality indicator for the insurers’ health care provider
practices and public health purposes.

(5) “Immunization” means the process by which an individual becomes
protected against a disease including, as the result of having a disease,
receiving a vaccination, or receiving preformed antibodies.
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(6) “Refusal to permit” means the right of an individual or the parent or
guardian of a minor to prevent disclosure to authorized users of individual
identifiable information that was reported to ImmuNet.

(7) “Vaccination” means the administration of a killed or weakened
infectious organism to prevent disease caused by that organism.

(8) “Vaccine” means a substance that:

(i) May be administered by injection, mouth, or aerosol; and
(ii) Produces immunity that protects the body from a disease.

(b) Established. — There is an ImmuNet program in the Department.

(¢) Use. — Subject to subsection (d) of this section, an authorized user may
use the information in ImmuNet for the following purposes:

(1) To provide coordinated immunization services, including sending
reminder notices to individuals who need immunizations;

(2) To obtain an individual immunization history;

(3) To identify geographic areas or population groups that are under-
immunized;

(4) To compile aggregate data and distribute statistical reports on the
status of immunizations in geographic areas and population groups;

(5) To assist in the management of State and local immunization pro-
grams;

(6) To monitor the safety of vaccines;

(7) To assess compliance with immunization requirements by monitoring
admissions to schools, institutions of higher learning, and child care facilities;
and

(8) For any other purpose that the Secretary deems necessary to prevent
the spread of communicable diseases.

(d) Confidential information. — (1) An individual, or the parent or guard-
ian of a minor child who has received a vaccination, may refuse to permit
disclosure of confidential information collected by ImmuNet, to an authorized
user.

(2) If the individual or the parent or guardian of a minor child does not
want the release of the individual’s or child’s confidential information, the
individual or the parent or guardian of a minor child shall complete a “refusal
to permit” form, provided by the Department, to be returned to the Depart-
ment,

(3) The Secretary shall make available “refusal to permit” forms to each
health care provider who gives vaccinations.

(4) The Department shall:

(i) Develop brochures about ImmuNet that:

1. Describe the benefits of ImmuNet for authorized users;

2. Describe privacy protections in ImmuNet;

3. Notify an individual of the right to refuse to permit disclosure to an
authorized user;

4. Notify an individual that the individual may correct any inaccu-
rate information;

5. Provide a list of addresses where an individual may obtain a form
to request the correction or removal of inaccurate information from ImmuNet;
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6. Explain the right of an individual who has received a vaccination
to have the individual’s personal information kept confidential;

7. Describe the kind of information collected and retained by
ImmuNet about an individual who receives a vaccination;

8. Describe who has access to the information in ImmuNet; and

9. Describe how the information is used by ImmuNet; and

(ii) Make the brochure available to each health care provider who

administers vaccines.

(5) Prior to administering vaccines to a newborn child, each birth hospital
or birthing center shall distribute the form and the brochure described in
paragraphs (2) and (4) of this subsection to the parent of a newborn child.

(6) (i) Except as provided in subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph, a health
care provider who administers a vaccine, or the agent of the health care
provider, shall:

1. Provide the individual with a copy of the form and the brochure
described in paragraphs (2) and (4) of this subsection;

2. Notify the individual or the parent or guardian of a minor of the 5

right to refuse to disclose to ImmuNet; and
3. Report to ImmuNet all vaccines administered.
(ii) Subparagraph (i) of this paragraph does not apply to a health care
provider, or an agent of a health care provider, who administers a vaccine in a

nursing facility, an assisted living program, a continuing care retirement -

community, or a medical day care program,
(e) Obtaining information. — Subject to the provisions of subsection (d) of
this section, information for InmuNet may be obtained from:
(1) Any records owned or controlled by the Department, including Med-
icaid records, clinic records, and vital records;
(2) Any authorized user; and
(3) Any other source of information authorized by the Secretary for use.

(f) Limitation of use of information. — Authorized users may not use the

information in ImmuNet:

(1) To release or disclose information in ImmuNet that an individual has
refused to disclose;

(2) To solicit new patients or clients; or

(3) For any other purpose unless authorized by the Secretary.

(g) Local immunization system. — (1) A local health department may

operate a local immunization system.
(2) A local health department operating a local immunization system
shall be subject to the provisions of subsections (c) through (f) of this section.
(3) A local health department is required to submit information main-

tained in a local immunization system to ImmuNet in accordance with

regulations adopted by the Secretary.

(h) Liability. — An authorized user who in good faith discloses or does not
disclose information to InmuNet is not liable in any cause of action arising
from the disclosure or nondisclosure of that information.

(i) Penalties. — An authorized user, including an officer or employee of a -'
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governmental unit, who knowingly and willfully violates subsection (f) of this
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section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not
exceeding $1,000 for the first offense and not exceeding $5,000 for each
subsequent offense.

() Collaborative agreements. — If the confidentiality of records of Maryland
citizens is protected, the Secretary may enter into collaborative agreements
with other states for the purpose of sharing information about immunizations.

(k) Regulations. — The Secretary shall adopt regulations to implement this
section, including regulations specifying:

(1) The type and kind of information to be collected;

(2) Procedures for protecting the confidentiality of information in
ImmuNet;

(3) The permissible use of information compiled by ImmuNet; and

(4) Standards for maintaining security and reliability of collected infor-
mation in the system. (2001, ch. 412; 2019, ch. 502.)

Effect of amendments. — Chapter 502, (d)(3) substituted “make available” for “distrib-
Acts 2019, effective October 1, 2019, added ute”; in (d)(4)(ii) substituted “Make the bro-
(a)(3), (a)(5), (a)(7), and (a)(8) and redesignated  chure available” for “Distribute copies of the
accordingly; substituted “a vaccination” for “an  brochure”; and rewrote (d)6).
immunization” and variants throughout (d); in

§ 18-110. Information campaign on antibiotic-resistant in-
fections.

Abrogated.

Editor’s note. — Pursuant to § 2, ch. 570,
Acts 2008, this section is deemed to have abro-
gated at the end of September 30, 2010.

Subtitle 2. Reports; Preventive Actions.

Part I. Reports on Diseases.

§ 18-201. Infectious or contagious disease reports — By
physicians.

(a) Report required. — A physician with reason to suspect that a patient
under the physician’s care has a condition or an infectious or contagious
disease, except human immunodeficiency virus or acquired immunodeficiency
syndrome, that endangers public health and that has been designated by the
Secretary as reportable shall submit immediately a report to the health officer
for the county where the physician cares for that patient.

(b) Form and contents. — The report shall:

(1) Contain the information and be in a format specified or approved by
the Secretary; and
(2) Be transmitted as directed by the Secretary.

(¢) Confidentiality; when report subject to subpoena; applicability to disclo-
sures by Secretary to other governmental agencies. — (1) Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) through (5) of this subsection, all reports and all information
collected in connection with a report from a health care provider, the subject of
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